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     is sometimes a difficult book to understand. 
First we wonder at the permission Satan 
received from God to violently take away all 
that belonged to Job. After all, Job was a 
perfect and upright man, who turned from evil, 
whom God commended. And God had blessed 
him with riches and honor, and a wonderful 
family. But the Lord used His servant for His 
own glory and also set a precedent for all who 
followed Job. Can you imagine how much good 
this account has been to all those saints who 
have suffered since? Job has been a great 
encouragement to God’s people in all ages!

Poor Job took a blow from Satan that few others 
could even imagine. Think of it! He lost all of 
his possessions at one time! One could 
compare it to their house being burnt to the 
ground. But it’s harder to comprehend that 
seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 
five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred 
donkey’s which were scattered abroad in 
different fields, were all lost at the same time! 
What’s worse is that Job had a “great 
household” as well. His dearest and most 
valuable possession of all were his ten 
children, whom he also lost at the same time. 

Now that would be hard to endure! But Job 
successfully endures this heavy trial, and 
maintains his integrity before God. Satan is 
defeated, who boasted that Job would curse 
God. However, Satan is not through with Job 
yet, and God gives him permission to afflict 
Job Himself. Can you imagine the agony this 
poor man had to suffer? Both mental and 
physical pain tormented him.

One of the highlights of all this to me, is when 
three of Job’s friends come to visit him. They 
were not invited, but came of their own accord. 
They came with the purpose to mourn with and 
comfort Job. They had committed themselves 
to remain with him until the end- not just a 
quick visit! They sat down on the ground with 
him in his affliction and no one said a word 
for seven days. Wow! How many of us would 
do that?
Anyway, the rest of the book is full of wisdom 
and counsel. It is well worth studying for 
ourselves and to help us minister to others. 
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4 skinless chicken breast halves, 
with ribs (I like to use all 
chicken thighs instead)
2 skinless chicken thighs, with bones
1/2 teaspoon salt, plus 1 teaspoon
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black 
pepper, plus 1 teaspoon
1/4 cup olive oil
1 red bell pepper, sliced
1 yellow bell pepper, sliced
3 ounces prosciutto, chopped
2 cloves garlic, chopped
1 (15-ounce) can diced tomatoes
1/2 cup white wine (or chicken broth)
1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves
1 teaspoon fresh oregano leaves
1/2 cup chicken stock
2 tablespoons capers (can be omitted)
1/4 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf 
parsley leaves
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A great book that I have recommended to many 
is The Discipline of Grace by Jerry Bridges. 
Although he is a modern theologian and writer, 
Bridges takes those old gospel truths that have 
been deliberated throughout church history by 
those great men of God my dad likes to call the 
“Old Divines” and puts those old gospel truths 
into practical Christian living in modern English. 
Although it is easy to read, this book is not light 
weight. It will hit you hard but in such a way that 
gives you hope and encouragement.

This book gives ways to recognize the need for 
repentance and practical ways to repent of sin. 
It all centers on how to apply the Gospel to your 
day to day living. If you have a hard time following 
theological books, don’t worry. The book is 
separated by chapters and sections that allow you 
do go slow without getting lost. I believe it could 
change your life if you are currently struggling 
with reoccurring sin in your life




